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isolate itself or combat society. That formerly it had been
the practice of the Vatican to conform to the varying character-
istics of peoples and of epochs, and that this policy had con-
tributed to its success. Cardinal Kopp, the Archbishop of
Breslau, also would appear to have drawn attention to the
impracticability of some of the Vatican's demands. The
Encyclical was followed in November by a Motu Proprio
equally denunciatory in character.

On May 2dth, 1910, Pius X issued the "Borromeo" En-
cyclical in which reference was made to the efforts of Saint
Borromeo, who had been Cardinal of Milan from 1538 to
1584,  to  combat the  activities  of "dissolute  princes and
peoples."   The Encyclical declared that evangelical freedom
had led to a depravity of morals and upbringing scarcely
equalled in the Middle Ages.    This denunciation roused the
ire of German Protestants.    On June 6th the Chancellor,
Herr  von  Beth m arm   Hollweg, instructed  Muhlberg, the
Ambassador to the Curia, to make a protest, and King Fried-
rich August of Saxony protested as well on behalf of his
Protestant subjects.    On June 9th there were interpolations
in Parliament by the Conservatives and the National Liberals.
The Centre Party maintained the view that the Encyclical
was purely an internal matter and the concern of the Catholic
Church.   None-the-less two newspapers of the Centre Party
expressed their regret.    On June nth the Curia let it be
known officially that the German Bishops had received in-
structions not to publish the Encyclical, and two days later
the Papal Secretary of State, Cardinal Merry del Val, informed
the Prussian Minister that the Encyclical had been interpreted
in a way quite other than that which had been intended
by the Pope, who much regretted the misunderstanding.
His Holiness had not had the remotest intention of causing
offence to the German Princes or Peoples.    Furthermore he
had never missed an opportunity of m airing known to the
Germans and their rulers his affection for them.

In 1910 a Papal Decree fixed the age of first Communion
at about the seventh year.   The Decree met with criticism
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